
“…there is a clarity about September. On clear days, the sun seems 
brighter, the sky more blue, the white clouds take on marvelous shapes; the 
moon is a wonderful apparition, rising gold, cooling to silver; and the stars 
are so big.   

— Faith Baldwin, Evening Star  
 

September 4, 2020 
Beloved of God, 
Grace to you and peace from the God who is with us through all  the 
changing seasons.  
 
September has always been my favorite month of the year. Yes, my birthday 
is this month, but that’s not why I love September.  I love the change to 
sweater weather and cozy drinks, the start of school and the energy of the 
program year, and people returning from summer adventures bright and full 
of purpose for whatever the fall brings. 
 
 That September joy seems to be on hold this year as we wait for what 
changes the Corona Virus will  bring to our gathering in worship and faith 
formation. We continue to worship in person worship and online with 
reservations for those who wish to attend. It’s wonderful to see familiar 
faces, or at least half of them :). However we are committed to monitoring 

the evolving conditions and will adjust those plans as necessary to ensure the health and safety of our church family. 
 
The new program year at OSLC, which normally begins in September will be postponed to next month to allow families 
with children to adjust to the “new normal” at school. We will then be offering Christian education in person (as 
conditions allow) and providing resources for those who wish to participate from home.  More information will be sent 
out later this month. 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Philippians 2:1-4 
 
I am also reminded that as schedules once again fill with fall activities that we all could use a little more kindness and 
daily reminders of how our relationships with each other reflect our relationship with God. Recently I was in a store and, 
I am sad to admit, gave someone a dirty look for coughing only later to be the recipient for a similar loo after coughing 
myself…. Not my finest moment, but a  not so gentle prompt to rethink my behavior. May God be our breath and in our 
breathing so that everything we do reflects the joy and mercy first given to us. Be kind to one another and hold each other 
in the love of Christ. There are days ahead when we will surely need it. 
 
 

 Peace be yours, 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“We are called to let our light 
shine as instruments of the Holy 

Spirit so all may know God’s 
love.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Our Savior’s Lutheran 

305 Sixth St 
PO Box 277 

Cleveland, MN  56017 
507/931-1564 

 
   https://oursaviorscleveland.org/  
oursaviorslutheran1@gmail.com 



Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Minutes July 16, 

2020  

 

Present via Zoom (video conference): Pastor  Liz, Ginger  McCabe, Kay Wendelschafer , Deb Gehrke, 
Ginny Grabow, Kevin Hewitt  

 

Absent: Sharyn Gregor , Ben Olsen  

 

Secretary’s Report: June council meeting minutes reviewed and approved.  

 

Financial Report: Approved by council.  

● The general fund received gifts of $7,541.00 in July, versus last year of $9,268.75, giving us a difference of 
($1,727.75).  

● Year to Date: The general fund received gifts of $62,667.56 versus last year of $66,525.02, giving us a 
difference of ($3,857.46).  

● Payroll Protection Loan: $3,790.14 was used in July for payroll. 

  

Old Business:  

● The Council discussed additional reopening plans for August. Deb Gehrke will take reservations via phone 
call, text, and email for 40-45 guests each Sunday. Pastor Liz will set up a gmail account, specifically 
dedicated to reservations. Reservations will be taken each week through Thursday. This plan will be included 
in the August newsletter, as well as, posted on the church website and Facebook. Communion will be held on 
the first and third Sundays of each month.  

 

New Business:  

● The internet streamed church service did not go well last Sunday. Sound was difficult to hear and there was 
a lot of buffering.  

● Deb asked about checking into the Payroll Protection Plan Program again. Kevin and Ben will be in charge 
of this again.  

● Pastor Liz asked about Faith Formation planning for Fall. The Council feels strongly about waiting until 
decisions are made regarding school plans before making any plans for God Squad and pushing the start date 
out until at least October. Food will not be served.  

● Ginger asked about the students who did not get confirmed last Spring. Pastor Liz is planning to get in touch 
with their families and will have confirmation in August or September.  

 

Next meeting will take place online via Zoom on July 23rd, 7:00 pm. 
Minutes prepared by: Ginger McCabe  



W  V  
As we continue to offer worship in person, we need 
your help! If you are willing to serve as a greeter/
screener or usher, please contact the church office. It’s 
actually very simple and training will be provided. 
 
T  V  
Exciting things are happening with technology 
at  OSLC and we need  your help. We need 
volunteers  who are interested in learning how to video 
and stream worship on Sunday mornings. We hope to 
have enough  people to create a rotating  schedule. The 
Church Council feels that  streaming our worship 
online is part of the  “new normal. ” and a great  benefit 
to those who are ill, recovering from surgery, on 
vacation, or just forgot to set  the alarm! 
 
Contact Ginger McCabe for more information: 
763-350-4970, ginger.larae@gmail.com 
 
P  H   C  S  
The collection of the following items provides the 
school with extra cash or supplies to be used for our 
students. Your help is appreciated. Bring the following 
to church and put in the cart the with black drawers 
located in the narthex. 
1. Kash 4 kids  (Br ing in receipts from Mankato 

downtown, hilltop and St. Peter Hy-Vee dated 
September 1, 2020 through May 30, 2021, this 
school year.) 

2. Family Fresh (Bring in your  Family Fresh 
receipts with any date.) 

3. Bring in Cell Phones and Used Printer Cartridges 
for recycling 

Thank you for remembering Cleveland Public School. 
 
E-G  
Sign–up for Simply Giving (automatic withdrawals) by 
requesting a form from the church office. Give online 
with Tithe.ly. A link can be found on the church 
website under the “Donate” tab. After filling out your 
information, you can choose to donate through a 
checking account or credit card. Contact the church 
office or Ben Olsen 507-351-7098 or 
baolsen85@gmail.com for more info. 
 
OSLC-O  
https://oursaviorscleveland.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/OSLCleveland/  
 
ZOOM  – By clicking the first link below, you will be 
prompted to install the Zoom app if you do not have 
it. Click here for the Zoom guide.  
 
Online:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3656795790 
By Phone:  +1 312 626 6799 US 
Meeting ID: 365 679 5790 
 
For assistance getting started, contact Pr. Liz. 

G  S /C  2020-2021 
We are tentatively planning to begin the program year 
for God Squad and Confirmation in October. Our 
Youth Coordinator, Victoria Sawyer, will be gathering 
input from parents, volunteers, and health regulations 
so that we can provide a safe and life giving experience 
for our young people - in person, online, or some 
hybrid of the two. More information will be sent out 
later this month. Contact Victoria to learn more. 
victoriadsawyer@gmail.com 
 
W  U  
Sundays at 9:00 am in person and live on Zoom and 
Facebook. Videos are available for viewing anytime on 
our Facebook page. 
 
OSLC is open for in person worship. Reservations are 
necessary for the time being to follow Covid-19 safety 
measures. Masks are also required. Current capacity 
will be 40 people. This number will be adjusted as 
conditions and demand allow.  
 
To make a reservation email 
OSLCreservations@gmail.com or call/text Deb Gehrke 
(507)380-0815. Please, RSPV by Thursday each week. 
 
The Council at Our Savior’s has had to figure out how 
we can best minister to our members during the time of 
isolation, which will also impact our ministry in the 
future.  We have been forced to think in different ways. 

We began online worship for those with a connection 
to technology.  It was a a challenge to find the right 
combination of devices and internet providers for the 
best quality we could present.   

Many have expressed that they like being able to attend 
worship from a distance and also access our services on 
Facebook later in the week.  It will continue to be a 
benefit to those who are unable to attend in-person 
worship due to blizzards, sickness, & travel.  We have 
purchased everything we need to continue online 
worship in the future and we think we have finally 
found the right combination! 

Pastor Liz has played a huge role as we went through 
all of the trial and error.  We are grateful for her 
knowledge of technology & her willingness to be a 
pioneer for us. 

Thanks also goes out to Scott Lassiter, whose expertise 
has guided our search for the best presentation we 
could offer.  Sam Voit has also been extremely helpful 
on Sunday mornings to operate the camera and 
computer.  We are in the process of training others to 
step into operating the computer and camera, so that we 
can rotate that responsibility. 

We are grateful for the patience of the Our Savior’s 
family as we worked through this process. 

 
 



 
September Birthdays 

 
    1st Brian Eppmeyer, Dorothy Hanson, 

 Mark Zimmerman 

    3rd Steve Biehn 

    4th Lonna Wing, Mariah Ziegler 

    6th Elijah Johnson, Liz Rossing  

    7th Derek Rossow 

     8th Matt Landsteiner, Sam Voit, 

 Pam Zimmerman 

  10th Don McCabe, Tyler Schafer 

  12th Luke Mueller 

  13th Grayce Kortum, Brock Olson, 

 Tiffany Stocker 

  14th Greg Mettler, Rhylee Stocker, 

 Ryan Stocker 

  15th Tayler Garrison 

  16th Mitchell Johnstone 

  17th Julie Plafcan 

  18th Robert Petrich, Brandon Crosby 

  20th Michele Kluntz 

  21st Simon Kortuem, Adam Wendelschafer 

  24th Linda Zuhlsdorf 

  25th Amanda Smith 

  26th Bray Lassiter, Donna Rausch 

  28th Tom Johnson, Charlie Meyer 

  29th Maria Ferguson, Matthew Miller,  

 Alexander Reed 

  30th Terry Bateman, Leonard Seitz 

 

September Anniversaries  
  3rd Jeff & Jody Block, 

 Kirk & Tracy Garrison 

  4th Tony & Brenda Smith 

  6th Mike & Shelly Miller 

  9th Terry & Sandy Bateman, 

 Greg & Michelle Mettler 

 10th Doug & Tammy Ellickson, 

 John & Kaitlyn Powers 

 11th Dean & Mary Koppelman 

 14th Bob & Deb Gehrke 

 15th Dan & Randilee Dauk 

 16th Myron & Leanne Wolf  

 22nd Darrin & Corrinne Ely 

 23rd Derek & Brandi Rossow 

 25th Bruce & Rhonda Johnson, 

 Tim & Betsy Koppelman 

 26th Charlie & Donna Meyer 

 27th John & Valerie Weber 

 28th Dennis & Anne Hiller, 

 Phillip & Sherry Johnstone 

 29th Michael & Andrea Iten 

 30th Brady & Stacy Hahn 



Our Savior’s Contact Information  
 
Pastor Liz Rossing        Home  507/931-5450          
             Cell   706/218-0420 
 pastor.oursaviorslutheran@gmail.com 
 
                                                   
Secretary, Sandy Bateman        507/931-1564 
 oursaviorslutheran1@gmail.com 
 
 Treasurer, Brian Block        507/ 560-0050
 lecenterhh@gmail.com  
 
2020 Church Council Information 
 
Sharyn Gregor                             320/496-0342 
 sharyng2014@gmail.com  
Ginny Grabow                              507/304-0667 
 vgrabow@gmail.com 
Ginger McCabe, Secretary      763/350-4970 
 ginger.larae@gmail.com  
Kevin Hewitt  , President       507/327-7629 
 khewitt7629@gmail.com 
Kay Wendelschafer        507/380-9986 
 kwendelschafer@gmail.com 
Ben Olsen, Vice President      507/351-7098 
 baolsen85@gmail.com 
Deb Gehrke        507/381-0815 
 gehrkebd74@gmail.com 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Bruce Ponwith +, Bradley Riba+, Michaela Biehn+ and Bill Sexe.  
 
Non-Members: Natalie Boelter+, Chantha Eckman+, Holly Kallestad+, Glen Zabel, Bev Colombo, and 
David Seely+  
 
Those in the military service: 
 

 Active Military: Brendon Brown, Alex Garrison, Chris Glassel, J im Grandaw, Tyler Seitz and Tyler 
 Piotter. 
 
 Veterans:  We also pray for all veterans who have served in our nation’s Armed Forces. 
 
Pray for First Responders, Medical Professionals, and Essential Workers. 
 
 

C  A —C  
F   R  

We will be helping people that are elderly and have 
underlying health conditions procuring supplies 
that they need without them having to leave their 
homes.  

If you have an emergency please dial 911. If you 
need assistance getting supplies and don’t want to 
leave your home because you’re high risk contact 
us through the following means, in this order 
please. 

1) City hall Monday—Friday 8am-4pm                    
507-931-6380 

2) Through Facebook messenger 

3) 507-484-1315 

4) clvfirerescue@gmail.com 
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