
 
November 30, 2025 + First Sunday of Advent 

We are called to let our light shine as instruments of the 
Holy Spirit so all may know God’s love. 

 

Call to Worship 

We gather together in this place: 

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets, 

we who dare to imagine a world renewed; 

we who dare to dream God’s dream. 

We proclaim expectation with Isaiah! 

God’s redemption is near! 

Through tears and through trials, 

we hold fast to our hope. 

Do not fear, for God is faithful. 

Our redemption rises with the dawn. 

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait. 

We have come to wonder and praise. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Heeding Jesus’ call to keep awake, let us be humble and 

bold in confessing the truth 

of the brokenness in our hearts, our actions, and our 

systems. 

 

God of hope, we confess that we too often seek 

salvation from that which will not save us. We cling 

to our own comfort, rather than being generous with 

our gifts and privilege. We are complicit in systems 

that benefit us, rather than challenging the 

exploitation of neighbors and creation. We act from 

fear rather than faith. Transform our hearts with 

your mercy. Forgive us and renew us. Make us 

restless for justice. Teach us again to be people of 

courage and hope. We pray in the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

Heaven and earth may pass away, but God’s 

faithfulness is sure. We are forgiven and forever 

claimed as beloved of God, through the saving love of 

Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

Opening Hymn             “All Earth Is Hopeful” 

 

1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
  
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
she conceived him, "God with us,"  
       our brother, whose birth 
restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 

 

3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
  
4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 

also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
God who is, who was, and who is to come, we enter 

this season of Advent aware of our brokenness. 

Comfort our longing spirits, and teach us again how 

to be people of hope. You never leave our side, but 

walk with us in our pilgrimage toward the renewed 

world you promise. We pray as expectant people, 

seeking again the assurance of your salvation, 

brought to birth in Jesus Christ, our hope and our 

Savior. Amen. 

 

Advent Wreath Blessing 

 

Advent Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5 

Response: Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Message    Pastor Liz Rossing 

 

Hymn of the Day            “All Is Ready Now” 

 

1 Quietly into the stable 

where the Savior sleeping lies, 
we can go, for all are welcome: 
shepherd, angel, poor, and wise. 
What we have we bring and offer, 
earthly gifts for Child divine, 
giving that which we were given, 
fruits of harvest, bread and wine. 
  
2 ’Cross the threshold of creation, 
Jesus comes to dwell with us, 
as he was in the beginning, 
evermore God’s gift of love. 
Now he calls us to the table,  
gift of love to bleed and die; 
manger here becomes an altar, 
stable Lamb is sacrificed. 
  

  



 
3 Now enthroned as king of heaven, 
blazing glory like the sun: 
in his hands are pow’r and justice, 
on his lips are peace and love. 
As our gifts are turned to ashes, 
falling down in awe we bow, 
empty-handed, we adore him. 
“Come, for all is ready now.” 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 

was conceived by the 

 power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of our hope, hear our prayers. 

 

Offering& Giving Prayer 

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you 

because the voices of the prophets remind us of 

something bigger, something greater than any system 

this world offers us. We believe when we trust you 

with our resources, the kin(g)dom of God comes 

much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these 

gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Litany of Hope 

Let us affirm God’s gift of strong and sturdy hope 
together. 
We believe in a hope which sees the world’s pain, 
while refusing to accept life must be this way. 
We name false stories and lament shallow optimism, 
idealism, or wishful thinking. 
With the Spirit’s compassion and imagination, we 
believe things can and will get better, committing all 
we have and all we are into making God’s dream 
come true. 
We give our creativity and courage, our prayers and 
perseverance, remembering that “hope is what we do.” 
What we practice, we will become. 
Like Isaiah, we remember what God has done before, 
and the truth that nothing new comes without someone, 
somewhere, first imagining what others could not yet 
see. 
As God’s family, we believe hope is communal. We 
will hold in our hearts those who’ve embodied hope 
before us as we carry forward the dream. 

 
Blessing  

Go forth from this place and notice where hopeful 

change has taken place and where it is still needed. Raise 

your voice in praise of hopeful change, and pray for 

where hope has yet to take root. Consider how your 

actions and words contribute to transformative justice, 

and peace ☩ in our homes, schools, and communities. 

Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn                                  “Joy to the World”  
 

1. Joy to the world; the Lord is come; Let Earth 

receive her King; Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2. Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns; Our mortal 

songs employ, While fields and floods, rocks, hills 

and plains, Repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns 

infest the ground; He comes to make his blessings 

flow Far as the curse is found. 

 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes 

the nations prove The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love. 
  
Dismissal 

Go in peace, and may hope fill us and fuel us for the 
days ahead. Thanks be to God! 


