
 
December 7, 2025 + Second Sunday of Advent 

We are called to let our light shine as instruments of the 
Holy Spirit so all may know God’s love. 

 

Call to Worship 

We gather together in this place: 

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets, 

we who dare to imagine a world renewed; 

we who dare to dream God’s dream. 

We proclaim expectation with Isaiah! 

God’s redemption is near! 

Through tears and through trials, 

we hold fast to our hope. 

Do not fear, for God is faithful. 

Our redemption rises with the dawn. 

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait. 

We have come to wonder and praise. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Hearing John’s exhortation to repent, let us invite into 

our hearts the refining fire of God’s Spirit, trusting that 

God will hear us, forgive us, and refine us. 

 

God of peace, we confess the ways that we maintain 

“peacefulness” at the expense of seeking justice for 

our neighbors and our world. We turn our eyes 

away from human suffering to maintain false 

contentment in our own hearts. 

We settle for compromises that harm the vulnerable, 

rather than risk discomfort or loss. We ask to be soothed 

rather than stirred up. Make us a holy and risk-taking 

people. Forgive and inspire us. Shape us as bold 

witnesses to your coming reign. We pray in the name 

of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: God pours out mercy, rushing 

over us like a river. We are forgiven and forever 

claimed as beloved of God, through the saving love of 

Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

Opening Hymn                 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

1. O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh; 
in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain

 

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times you gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain 
4. O come, O Branch of Jesse, 
free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them victory o’er the grave. Refrain 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 

also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

God of promises, your vision for peace stretches our 

imaginations, stirring up the fire of justice in our 

hearts. Show us our place in leveling mountains and 

raising valleys, in straightening roads and clearing 

pathways. We pray as people of anticipation, who 

long for peace as we await the arrival of Christ 

among us. Amen. 

 

Advent Wreath Blessing 

 

First Reading – Isaiah 11:1-5 
Response: Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12 
Before: The holy Gospel according to...Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Message    Pastor Liz Rossing 

 

Hymn of the Day            “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 

1. We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

we are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Sun of justice, shine upon us; 

we are trusting in your promise. 

we are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

2. We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

we are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 

stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

we are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 

was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  



 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of breath, hear our prayers for peace. 

 

Offering& Giving Prayer 

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you 

because the voices of the prophets remind us of 

something bigger, something greater than any system 

this world offers us. We believe when we trust you 

with our resources, the kin(g)dom of God comes 

much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these 

gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion       

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your 

hearts. We lift them to the Lord Let us give thanks to the 

Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of 

your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Hymn 

“Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Creator of all good things, you have fed us with the 

bread of life and cup of blessing, small in their 

presentation, yet magnificent in our holy imagination. 

May your peace accompany us on our journeys from 

here. Amen.

 
Announcements & Litany of Peace 

Let us affirm God’s gift of courageous and prophetic 
peace. 
We believe in a courageous peace founded through 
sacrificial love. 
We commit to justice as peace with a foundation of 
repentance and humility. 
We believe there is always more to learn—that a 
posture of curiosity and grace leads us to the heart of 
God and one another. 
We believe in pursuing peace for all God’s creation; 
seeking peace in families and in neighborhoods; peace 
between nations and for Mother Earth; and peace in the 
depths of our own souls. 
We believe in praying for peace; speaking peace over 
those torn apart by painful divisions; peace for those 
holding deep grief. 
We trust this peace is not just a dream, but a promise. 
With Jesus the Giver of Peace, we claim anew the 
deep peace within us committing to share it through 
love and power in all that we say and do. 

 
Blessing  

Go forth from this place, allowing God to forge you into 

instruments of peace in our families, church, community, 

and world. Making peace requires us to enter into spaces 

of conflict. So may God harden our resolve, not our 

hearts; strengthen our will, not our arms; sharpen our 

minds, not our words. May we listen to the cries of 

others like John in the wilderness, guarding our hearts 

from being defensive or indifferent. And may we be 

moved to peace not for the sake of avoiding an 

argument, but for the sake of the gospel. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn                      “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  
 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
at midnight comes the cry. 
  
2. The watchers on the mountain 
proclaim the bridegroom near; 
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
the marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
  
3. The saints, who here in patience 
their cross and sufferings bore, 
shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
  
4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 

  
Dismissal 

Go out into the world, embracing the will to dream. 
Thanks be to God! 


