September 20, 2026 +Seventeenth Sunday After
Pentecost
We are called to let our light shine as instruments of the
Holy Spirit so all may know God’s love.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours
love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through
faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle
to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following
the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God
through F Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing
gift of grace. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Opening Hymn
“This is My Father's World”

1. This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning
ears all nature sings, and round me rings the music
of the spheres. This is my Father’s world; I rest me
in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

2. This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols
raise; the morning light, the lily white, declare their
maker’s praise. This is my Father’s world; he
shines in all that’s fair. In the rustling grass I hear
him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.

3. This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is
the ruler yet. This is my Father’s world; why

should my heart be sad? The Lord is king, let
heaven ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual
lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Hosea 5:15 — 6:6 God desires

steadfast love

Response: Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to
God.

Psalm 145: 1-8 The Lord is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.
I will extol you, my God and king, and bless your
name forever and ever.

Every day will I bless you and praise your
name forever and ever.

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! There
is no end to your greatness.

One generation shall praise your works to
another and shall declare your power.

I will speak of the glorious splendor of your
majesty and all your marvelous works.

They shall tell of the might of your wondrous
acts, and I will recount your greatness.

They shall publish the remembrance of your great
goodness; they shall sing joyfully of your
righteousness.

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Gospel — Matthew 20: 1-16 The parable of the
vineyard workers
Before: The holy Gospel according to . . . Glory to
you, O Lord.
After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O
Christ.
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Hymn of the Day
“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”

1. Will you let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers
on the road; we are here to help each other walk the
mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-
time of your fear; I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping; when you
laugh I’ll laugh with you. I will share your joy and
sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.

Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of
your glory. Hosanna hosanna, hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the
highest.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen

5. Will you let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Communion Hymn “Lamb of God”

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Prayer after Communion
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you

nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way
of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A t
Offering & Giving Prayer nnouncements

God of creation, you send rain and the earth
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.

Blessing
The God of love draw us into full accord and one
mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant us strength and joy in all
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace F bless us now and forever.
Amen.



Closing Hymn “Drawn to the Light”

1. People who walk in darkness have sought a light in
the

heart of the darkest night. Just when we thought all
would be

lost, we were drawn to the light of God.

Refrain
Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, drawn to the
light and the morning. Glorious and bright, oh,
what a sight to be drawn to the light of God.

2. How can we tell a heaven from hell if ev’ry one
dwells in the dark of night? Morning dispels, gently
compels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.

Refrain

3. Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb
is the

one who is shining bright, bids us to come! Life has
begun when we’re drawn to the light of God.

Refrain

Dismissal

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to
God.



